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@Osrant & CONSTANT. 


SOLICITORS. BALTIC EXCHANGE CHAMBERS, CL 


HARVEY kL. CONSTANT. R.A. PARKIN. r , 
4 24, ST. MARY AXE, 
TELEGRAMS: TWOCONSTS, STOCK, LONDON. | 


TELEPHONES: AVENUE I191. , 
(PRIVATE BRANCH EXCHANGE) , LONDON, E.c.3. 


AB/CB, : - 8th May, 1947. 


For attention of Mr. Cable. 


re ses. *Kora" 


We refer to our telephone conversation of this morning 
and quote as follows the contents of a cable which ve have received 


from Avvocato Neill: 


"KORA ARRESTED FOR FIFTBEN HUNDRED POUNDS 
-CAPITAL INTEREST COSTS STOP YOUR LeTTiR 
TWENTYFIRST RECEIVED POSITION NOTED BUT 
Se ENTITLED OBTAIN RELEASE VESSEL AGAINST 


You will see that the "Kora" has now been ve-arrested for the 
amount of the claim of Norton & Co. Lisbon. 7 


We have also received instructions from Howard Tenens, Ltd. 
this morning to effect a new arrest of the "Kora" in connection 
with disbursements incurred at Antwerp amounting to £340.18.4. 
Tye claimant in that case is Agence Maritime De Keyser Thornton | 
S.A. of 43, Toneue Rue Neuve, Antwerp, and the necessary instructions 
have been sent to arepeane Neill telegraphically to-day. 
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We will keep you advised. 
We have the honour to be, 
sir, 


a ae aa Servants, 


| Oe Le ae Ue act 
The Under-Secretary of State, 


Foreign Office, 

Hastern Department, 
Whitehall, 

S.W.l. 
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XOMMBTANT & CONSTANT. | : | 
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Ruaavex LL. CONSTANT. R.A. PARKIN. 


TELEGRAMS: TWOCONSTS, STOCK, LONDON. 4 & ‘ 
TELEPHONES: AVENUE II91. ’ =. JUIN 194/, h LONDON, E.c. 3. 


(PRIVATE. BRANCH EXCHANGE) \ +c ONFIDEL 7 I qi — 


ond June, 1947. 


For attention of 
Re:-  "KORa" TR. CABLE. 


AB/KB, 


Orr, 


_ ie enclose erewith, for your file, copies , 
of two letters we have received from Avvocato Neill, 
together with copy of our acknowledgment. 


Ne do not think there is, much we can add except 
to draw attention to the final paragraph in uf. Neill's 
letter of the 29th Lay. 


ik. Cable will recollect that we discussed with 
him whether or not the claim for necessaries ranked as 
a Varitime Lien against a ship, according to Italian Law. 
The answer appears to be "yes", if the necessaries 
claim is not more than six months old, and this means, 

so we understand it, that in the event of the sale of 
this vessel, which is subject to an outstanding necessaries 
claim, subject to the time limitation, the claimant 

has the right to proceed ageinss the vessel notwithstanding 
the change of ownershiv and provided of course that the 


arrest was made at an Italian port. 
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le have the honour to be, oir, 


gly mpebe servants, 4 


The Under-Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, | 
(Eastern Branch), 
Whitehall, 


Oo. Wei. 
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DAVID S. NEILL. | 


=~ AVVOCATO.. 


- Messrs. Constant & Constant, 


£4, OL. Wary. Axe, 
Londok £0.39. ane 


Dear Sirs, - = 
Ss. S. "KORA" 


7 


Viale Brigata,. 
ae Bisa no ic- O's 


28th May, 19472 


7 


- Your ref. AB/F 


I confirm my yesterday's cable reading: 


"KORA ARiGOTED FOR FIFTEEN HUNDRED POUNDS CAPITAL 


STOP YOUR LETTER TWENTYFIRST RECEIVED PC 
ENTITLED OBTAIN RELEASE VESSEL aGAINST BaTL." 


Hb POSITION Not 


On the 22nd inst. I was called up by the British Consulate 
General inquiring whether I had received instructions from London 
regarding this vessel. I informed them of your cable of the 20th 
inst. and wes told that they had instructions from the Foreign 
Uffice to lend me such assistance as might be required. I was 
glad of this since tne data I possessed were not sufficient to 
enable me to apply for an order of arrest. I thereupon asked 
the Consulate to write me an official letter, the terms whereof 
t drafted, with the particulars contained in your cable, and 


instructing me to do whatever under italian law nee be necessary 
to protect the interests of idessrs. Norton & Co.Ltd. 


“ith this 


letter in A aew ae uddition to your cable, 1 was able to obtain 


without delay 
morning. 


e order of arrest, which was effected yesterday 


The total amount of your Clients' clain is £972.2.8; but the 
arrest is for £.1000. the difference standing as suarantee tor 


interest and costs. 


Your letter of the @lst inst, with documents referred to 


therein reached me yesterday mornin 


information you have given me I men 


g. Concerning the confidential 
tioned it to the british Consul, 


who know all about the gai. of course, and have requested me 
e 


to keep the information priva 


and confidential. I advised then, 


Sere that under Italian law_the owners would be entitled to 


obtain 


he release of the vessel by supplying bail in the amount 


for which she nas been arrested, and that I had been informed 
that the ovner iir. Gasparinatos is expected to arrive in Genoa 


tomorrow from Cairo. 


/If 
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OSE: Sed 7 se RRO 


Otel cee 
ae « 
wie Sige dees nc sacl egeale wee “WH ower Seca <i saree serie 


~2]p- lies Gesparinatos should approach me on fe Meaetiin of 
furpishine bail, I ee ose to ingist that it should be given in 
“London. ~ We could no cp refuse, of course, to release the 
vessel on bail. a suoplie 


IL shall keep you duly advised of all furthex, developuents. 
rere 
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DAVID S. NEILL. sa, teh ge 
AVVOCATO. Viala vrigata 

| ee re , Genoa. 
PAG 


29th May, 1947. 


Messrs. Constant & Constant 
24 ot. wary Axe 
London, 8.U.3 


Dear Sirs, 
WZ ORA" 


I have received your cable of the “7th reading: 


"ATREATLED YOU 21ST CUMPLETE vOSSIER STOP CABLE TY aBLE 
SPRECT ARREST aLSO WHETHER CLAIN RANKS aB UARITIME LIEN". 


which crossed mine of that same dave informing you that 
the arrest uad been effected. | 


I have received aiso your further cable of the ?8th 
reading: 


WATREALLING VCUCHBRS SUPPORTING FURTISR CLAIL! DISBURCENANTS 
ANTWERP ‘r0Ta TIVATSLY CLAIMANTS aGRNCi’ aR TIL 
DE KEYSER THORN i BYUVE ANTWERP STOP 
CURSE ARRSST KORA PENDING Dn 

Regarding the arrest for this other clain,. 1 propose 
acting in such a manner as to effect it only when the firs 
arrest is about to be lifted when payment is made or bail supplied; 


the object being to detail the vesse here as long as possible 
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in order to assist as best we can the. Dorr so Authorities. 


These claims for disbursements are in the nature, of course, 
éth (last) 


of maritime liens under Italian law, and ranx in the :; 
category a. The lien stands good for six months as from the 
date on which the disbursements were made. 


Yours faithfully, 
(Sed) oD. NELLL 


24, Ste lary Axe, 
London, #£,.U.3. 


2nd June, 1947. 


WE 


oy in receipt of yo 


wy airmail lett 
th ultimo, for both fea” 


f the 28th and of which 
Dae cult on f wh 
ara obliged. oF walch we 


aaa sl bis taken nf eigen at all ee ' 
nd ve, of course, fi appreciate tuat if adequate 
bail is tendered on behalf of the owners of the "Kore", 


that vessel would have to be relessed. 
Ve note and entirely approve the method you have 


pd ag for dealing with the seeond arrest on behalf of 


ence Heritime de keyser Thornton . 


We are obliged to you for your mise to k 
us advised. : g a ic sia 


Yours faithfully, 
(Sed) Constant & Constant. 
Devid &. Neill, Jsc., 
Avvocato, 
Viale irigata,Bisagno 6, 
GENOA, 
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His Majesty's Chargé ergy 
No, 68. 8,55 pam, 2nd June 1947. 
Qnd June 1947, R 2°10 fim. Brd June 1947. 


WeWeWs We af st 


Your telegram No,68, 
Daily Mirror article, 
I am writing toany (ep, updeos about local 
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» PREIS Majesty's Acubassador ® Athens yy 
presents his compliments to H.'', PrSrv- eS. for FA. 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 


documents. 
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Athens 


e104 Lay 
Reference to previous correspondence; a ee 


#20. tel: 1153 of May 25th 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Note to RHA. Illegal Jewish 
2275/7 7 Imaigrants 
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BRITISH SMBASSY 


ATH'NS. 


His Britannic Majesty 's Ymbasgy present their 

Compliments to the Royal Hellenic Ministry for Foreign Affairs and, 

with reference to the Note No. 22834 of the 3rd April from His 

axcellency !fonsisur Tsaldaris to Sir Clifford Norton, concerning 

the co-operation of all departments of the Royal Hellenic Government 

n @ndeavours to prohibit the flow of illegal immigrants ints 
Palestine, have the honour to request the assistance of the spyal 
“Hellenic Government in the following matter, 


The s,s. "Anal" left Sete in the south of France in 

ballast early this month and embarked a Cargo of 472 illegal Jewish 

imnigrants secretly in Yrance op Italy very shortly afterwards, The 
vessel put into Palermo and, while there, the master claimed that her 
destination was Alexandria, His Majesty's Government have now been 

informed by the "“gyptian Government that neo Heyptian visas for this 
party have been athorised, This information merely serves to 
corrovorate the previous evidence that the Ship was engaged in the 
illegal imnigration traffic, which had already been confirned by the 
fact of he. secret embarkation of Jews. 


The "Anal" left Palermo on Nay 19th to continue her 

voyage eastwams, and ifis liajesty's "nbassy have now been informed 

that she is at present at sea between Sicily and Palestine, that she may 
run short of fuel, and that it is possible that she will put into a 
port in Crete or some other part of Greece. His Majesty's "mbassy have 

therefore besn instructed by His Majesty's Principal secretary of State 
for Woreign Affairs to request the Royal Hellenic Government to be 
SO good as to give imuediate instructions to Greek port authorities 

‘hat no fuel is to be supplied to the s.s. "Anal", if she puts in at 
a Greek port. | 


fhe known net tonnage of the s.s. "Anal" is 159 and 
it is clear that she can not Carry this numberof passengers without 
violating the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 
1930. 


The facts at the disposal of His Majesty's Government 
as given above, have been brought to the atvention of the Panamanian 
Consul General in London for the information of his Government who are 
deing asked to have the ship destained at the next port of call. Tt 
is believed that the Government of Panama will then wish to canogel the 
Panamanian. registration of the wessel, 


The owners of the vessel ars the Compania Anal 

Provencial S.A. of Panama, one of the directors of which 1s a certain 
Greek subject named Pilides, In view of the fact that the ship has 

been clearly shown to be carrying illegal imsigrants to Palestine, and in 
view of the virtual certainty that her gross Overloading is a breach 

of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, His 
Majesty's Snbassy have bean directed by His Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for Poreign Affairs to bring all the above information 
to the notice of the Réyal Hellenic Government and to urge the latter 

to take the strongest possible action against the Greek subject Pilides. 


e His Majesty's "ubassy avail themselves of this 
Opportunity to renew to the Royal Hellenic Winistry for Poreign Affairs 
_ the. assurance of their highest consideration. 


» 22nd May 1947 
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reign Office telegram No,361 

he steamer "GALATA" which was 
in the illegal immigration 
into Palestine. 


gab a mote to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs as instructed and 
we sent a copy, as we normally co in 
BUCH CAaSCS, CO the Passport Control 


Officer in Istanbul. His reply to us 


may be of interest to you and we 
SNGlcse a Cony. 


YOUrs ever, 


Aniuina CUANCHORY 


southern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
BOSON 6 Wands 
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British Embassy, 
ISTANBUL, . 


23rd May 1947, 


Dear Samuel, 


Your 18/16/47 of 14th May attaching a copy of 
your despatch No.163 to the Turkish M.F.A, about the 
S'S. “GALATA"» : 


. - It may interest you to know that we ecnsulted 
Lloyd's agent here about the identity of this vessel, 
His reply is that there is no vessel of this name in the 
Turkish Shipping Register, 


On the other hand, Lloyd's agent says it is 
possible that the s.s, "GALATA" may recently have been 
purchased abroad by a Turkish shipowner and that -the 
iatter may have been authorised by some Turkish Consulate — 
abroad to fly the Turkish flag, and even to show Istanbul 
as the port of registry, in order to make a single voyage 
to Turkey for purposes of official registration, This 
appears. to be normal practice, though in this instance as in 
many others affecting ships of other nationalities, the 

vessel was in all probability deviated to Palestine, 


| we know of at least one Turkish shipowner, a 
certain Naim Molvan, who is implicated with Stefano D'Andria 
(our AA82 of 18th April 1947 refers) in organising the 
shipment of illegal Jewish immigrants from Mediterranean 
ports to Palestine, Naim Molvan last left Istanbul for 
Marseilles on 10th February 1946 and there is no indication 
in our records that he has since returned to Turkey. He 
may well have had a-hand in despatching the s.s. "GALATA" 
to Palestine, 
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Yours ever,. 
(sd) CHRIS JOWETT 
A.C.1. Samuel, Esd., | 


British Embassy, 
ANKARA.. . 
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weoerunenw mm 
K 


(PHISH EMBASSY. 


' 4 WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 


. th May 1947 
SECRET D. gens 194g? 6 May 


Refs; G124/ [47 


“ 
aoe ee pre seve 1S ee 


Dear Department, 


Please refer to para 6 of your telegram 
No.5089 of 22nd May concerning publicity for the 
illegal immigration traffic. 


The head of the Jewish Agency here, Eliahu 
Epstein, told Bromley recently that they were well 
aware of the efforts H:M.G. are making to secure the 
co-operation of Buropean governments in the prevention 
of this traffic, "since nothing is secret in Europe". 
He said that the Agency was strongly opposed to the 
type of incitement contained in Ben Hecht's letter 
to the terrorists but that they would oppose us all 
the way on illegal immigration. 


He indicated that the Bergson group was 
making strong efforts to obtain Congressional support 
to prevent an official U.S. announcement condemning 
incitement to murder, but that this move would not 
obtain general Zionist support. Bromley gathered 
however that if it were proposed to enlarge the 
condemnation to include aid for illegal immigfation, 
Zionist opinion might be mobilised against thid. 
Although we do not yet know whether the Administration 
is prepared to help us, we foresee that they will 
think twice before going so far as we would wish in 
condemning all the types of activity of which we 
have been complaining so long. 


We would prefer that this information should 


saduasafay 
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psig / (Le 


Eastern Department, /be 


Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 


ZI 


be treated as confidential and not be made use of, 
since Epstein has throughout been friendly and ready 
to talk frankly about Zionist views - and often 
intentions. We have fairly frequent contact with 
him and we get the impression that he is one of 
those who, while strongly pro-Zionist, genuinely regrets 
the present state of relations between the British 
and the Jews. We would therefore prefer that it 
should not be known that he does at times give us 
confidentially and informally items of information 
such as the above. | 


We are sending a copy of this letter fo 
Jerusalem. | 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY 
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His Me esty's Consul General 0D. 6.89. p.m.5th June 1947 
No: ih 

Sth June 1047 hk. 2,20.a.m.6th June 1947 
Repeated to Paris : 


X:X:X: 
‘ORS NT 


Your telegram No: 61. ~ 
Secret. 
Jewish Immigration. 


Northlands sailed from Port de Bove for Genoa | 
in ballast at 6 pm. June 5rd, 


. Foreign Office please repeat to Panama and 
Genoa. 


{Repeated to Panama]. 
[Copy sent to Middle Hast Secretariat. ] 
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No.0-988 


aes Ves 
ee 


ela Repiblica xe Panam. 


ny \ a _ to 


E 4861 | gansves sea Tune 1947 


CONFIDENTIAL |. why ut, s ht 
7” | pee iw ap oo eh 


Confirming our telephone conversation of this morning 
when you were good enough to inform me that the S.S."ANAL" was 
intercepted in Palestinian waters and will be confiscated by 
H.M.Government, I have now the pleasure to refer to your 
communication dated the 19th May. ey aad 

From the investigation which I have carried out, I have 
come to the conclusion that Mr. Pilides, who formed the Panamanian 
shipping Company owning the steamer, "Compafiia Anal Provencial S.A." 


should bear the blame. 


The above mentioned company was constituted quite legally 
through the good offices of a well known firm of solicitors, Messrs. 
Bonstant & Constant, 24, St. Mary Axe, London E.C.5- The registra- 
tion of the vessel was also effected through them but the solicitors 
acted only as go-betweens, representing their clients Mr. Pilides. 
They were - as was this Consulate General- the victims of the bad 


faith of Mr. Pilides. 


There can be no doubt that Mr. Pilides purchased this vessel 
with the intention of disposing of it in the way he has done. You 
will recall your suspicions about this vessel earlier this year.I 
had an interview with Mr. Pilides who was duly warned not to make 
any transaetion with doubtful people.Mr. Pilides informed me then 
that the vessel had been damaged and was costing him a lot of money 
and that if he received a good offer for it he would dispose of it, 
whatever the issue. I warned him then that he would have to bear the 


consequences. 


As far as this office is concerned Mr. Pilides is from now 
on, persona non grata, and never again will he place another vessel 
under the Panamanian flag.I sincerely regret that we were unable to 
stop the vessel in time. I wish to thank you, on behalf of my Govern- 
ment your help in preventing further disagreable news in the press 


the co-operation of the Government through this Consulate should be 


| = connection with such incidents. Or if they have to be published, 


also published. 
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OF ag 


I am conveying to the Goverriment what you have told me about 
the s.s.NORTH LANDS". I have since obtained confirmation that 
this vessel is definately not under. the Panamanian Flag. 


¢ 
I would also like to confirni what I said with reference to Mr. 
Fokias of Candi ff. This gentleman. and, his brother have now 
severed all connections with the "Compafiia Maritima Geojunior, 
S.A", also of Panama,’ and are now the sole owners Of: ‘the steamers 
"Lowestoft" and "Shoreham".-I am following their activities very 
closely but I am afarid that I cannot act only on suspicions. 
I personnally believe that the Fokias Brotiiers are in the clear. 
I cannot say the same about the Directors which now have control 
of the "Compafiia Maritima Geojunior"; however, there again I have 
not sufficient evidence to refuse a proper application. 


=~ 
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J.G.8.Beith, Esa, 
Foreign Office, SoWel 
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S 
sh Consulate General, Ko 


ALGIERS, os 
50th May 194-7. 


CAN LMS! 


With reference to my despatch No: 23 of 14th February 
regarding the call of the Honduranian Steamship "ULUA™ at Algiers 
on 8th February, I have the honour to report that, in addition to 
the visit which I made to the Prefect of Algiers about this matter, 
I took an early opportunity of requesting the Governor Generel of 


Sir, 


‘Algeria to prevent the illegal embarkation of clandestine immigrants 


to Palestine from Algerian ports. 


260 From information received. from H.M. Consul General, Tunis, 

on 26th April I wrote to the Sécurité Générale stating that it had 

been reported that a group of over one hundred Jews: were supposed. to 
have left Timisia for Algeria in hopes of eventually reaching Palest- 
ine and repeated the request already made that precautions be taken 

to stop people embarking who had not their papers in order, particularly 
when it was a case of ships which were not on a regular passenger rune 
At the same time I called upon them accompanied by Mr. Vice Consul Peel, 
the head of Visa: Section, and discussed the position generally. We 
informed them that it was known that there was a large Jewish recreation 
camp near Tenes but that, while this camp appeared to be run along 
proper lines, it might have some connection with collecting Jews there 
to get them away to Palestine as opportunity offered. We therefore 
asked for a very special watch to be kept upon that particular part of 


the coast. 


De Shortly after the above visit I received a letter from the 
Governor General of Algeria in which he stated that he had issued 
snstructions to all authorities concerned to apply the regulations 
strictly and that any attempted departure from Algeria would be 
prevented as regards persons whose papers were not in order or as 
regards attempts at clandestine emigration. 


be I have recently had several very friendly conversations with 
the Governor General in which he confirmed the above points and there 
is no doubt that the French authorities are now wide awake to the pos- 


-4tion and are co-operating to the best of their abilities as the follow- 


ing information obtained from a highly reliable source will show. 


De A vessel, name unknom and flying no flag, cruised off the 
port of Tenes, which lies 150 miles to the west of Algiers, during 
daylight on 10th May. During the evening she proceeded inshore and 
anchored about one cable's length off the coast in the Bay of Tararnia, 
which is near the Jewish Holiday Camp bearing the name: "Accueil et 
Senté par le Camping" (Welcome: and Health through Camping") - a quite 
unexpected version of the Nazi "Strength through Joy" idea, The local 
coast-guard had watched this ship's movements with suspicion in view of 
the instructions received from the Government General and during the 
hours. of darkness two trucks and a motor=-car containing 79 Jews from 
the holiday camp were stopped by gendarmes on. their wey making towards 
the Bay of Tararnie. Their occupants were taken to Tenes for interro~ 
gation, but released after a sufficient delay. The ship left during 
the night at about 2.00 a.m. without having been able to embark anyone. 


be This may have been the same ship as that stated to be the 
tlannea Andrée flying the Panamanian flag, which, however, cannot be 
traced from Lloyds Register, and sighted on 12th May off Port Gueydon, 
which lies about 100 miles east of Algiers. It is stated that she 


His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, 


etCe, 


etc., etc., 


Foreign Office, LONDON, S.W. ‘1 


saduasafay 
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had on board 130 persons of various nationalities and that the name 

of the Captain of the ship was Captain Nicolatoff. On the following 
day at daw she left for Dellys, further west, where she remained at 
anchor for about one hour, leaving that port eventually at 19.30 hours 
in the evening. This ship was not boarded and examine’ although the 


French Navy were preparing to send a motor-launch from the nearby 


port of Bougie to try and find out what she was up to. 


te In addition to the above-mentioned camp it is. said that the 
terme Douieb", a farm near Blida, about 25 miles inland to the west 
of Algiers, is serving as a collecting centre for Jews mostly from 
Morocco who wish to. get away to Palestine. I am, however, informed 
by the Governor General himself as well as from other sources that in 
view of what has happened as regards their failure to get away from 
Algeria, feeling that they are being watched, and that the Algerian 
authorities will do their best to frustrate any future attempts, 
already quite a number of Jews has returned to Morocce and also to 
Tmnisia, greatly disappointed that the promises of the organisers of 
these camps to get them away to Palestine within any reasonable period 


appear to be unrealisable. 


8. The friendly attitude of Mr. Yves Chataigneau, the Governor 

General, and of the Algerian authorities under his orders appears to 

be most helpful and satisfactory as regards preventing clandestine 
ration to Palestine and I have their assurance that they will 


emig 
keep me fully informed as to any future developments. 


9° A copy of this despatch is being sent to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Paris, to the Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean , and 
to His Majesty's Consuls General at Rabat and Tunis. | 


I have the honour to be, 
With the highest respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


/ thE 
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(a Rare bus 1) 
SECRET 
Sir, 


30th ay, in 
Ch Ma n Cc 
had ‘taken to preve 


of would be 


interest in 


Received your despatch Nos 6 of 
which x8 reported the action you 
mt 


the departure from Algeria 


illegal immigrants to Palestine. 
2. Your despatch has been read with 
this department and I am grateful for 


your prompt and effective action in this matter. 


mae @ 
Your obedient Servant, 
(For the Secretary of State) 


_ (Sae-) c.0. Bay ye, =. 


Ro Darrell Wilson, Esq., 


es Ctce, 


Algiers, 


etc. 8 
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Cypher/OTP ‘DEPARTMENTAL NO.2. 

FROM ROME TO FOREIGN OFFICE | 
Sir N, Charles D.12.01 p.m. 7th June, 1947, 
No. 1967 | | 
ara | ion R, 3.20 pom. 7th June, 1947, 

une = y / ay i 

Repeated to Paris Ret A | | 

in. EF 4800 | 

DMAMIATE Rf, ! 
Your telegram No. 1097. Jewish Tiegel tmttations. 
dyretperts have just received word that 2? 

Nort as sailed from Port Du Bouc on June 3rd in ballast 

bound ostensibly for Genoa, She was to-day reported at 

Port Du Bouc to be flying the Panama flag. 

9. I have warned the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
that this ship is probably in Italian waters and have 
given them the information in your belegren te me No, 1097. 
urging that if the ship is found to be flying false 
Panama colours she should immediately be arrested. 


8. Meanwhile the oan may of course appear under 
Swedish colours and I should be glad to learn urgently 


whether gon have approached or are approaching t . - 
ain 


Swedish 
for verification (see paragraph 5 of my 


Please repeat to Paris as my telegram No, i111. 
[Repeated to Paris] 


ermnent with a view to pata pd osee a +73) 
elegram NO, ® 
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72/290/47 , Paris. 


oe q L t il\\ 
} Seca Ath dune, 1947. 


I wonder whether any decision was taken on 
Washington telegram No.2943 of 19th May suggesting . 
publicity on the subject of Jewish illegal immigration. 


In this country it could do no harm, though we 
cannot expect any very startling results. It is , 
worth trying but the only way to get any such publicity 
in France will be if agency messages are received 
reporting publicity in the United Kingdom. It would 
of course be essential for the publicity to be factual 
but interesting enough for correspondents to want to 


telegraph it. 


It would be desirable (a) to concentrate on 
information showing up the inhuman rdle played by the 
organisers of this traffic, and (b) not to take the 
initiative in launching a publicity campaign from this 
Embassy at a moment when we are negotiating on this 
subject with the French Government. If, however, 
you authorise publicity in the United Kingdom we could 
do useful work here by answering questions, by dis- 
creetly briefing British correspondents and by feeding 
background information to provincial press officers. 
For this purpose-we should need hard facts and if 
possible some exclusive information. 
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We should of course have to avoid giving away the 
actual measures being taken by the French authorities 


to help us. 


I amsending a copy of this letter to Denis Allen 
at Washington and Jack Ward at Rome. : 
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- connijdatial . 
aaa TOP SECRET 
7.6.5.3. 
Mr. Coulson, | _ : ee) eh oe ~ : 
British Embassy, | | As ce gather eeanee Ciarke is on leave, 
led I write to. you in reply to his letter 
Loe | wo. 72/290/47 of June 4th, about publicity 
wae es Rett. on the subject of Jewish illegal immigration. 
Wwe have been giving a good deal of | 
snc sdeeatien to this whole question and 
| you will have been our circular telegram 
of May 22nd, WeieR=FES addressed to you 


as Foreign Office telegram No. 1164 Saving j 


| tm which was designed to prepare the 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


ground for the despatch of further material 
to posts abroad. The preparation of this 
material is being co-ordinated by our 


Copy to: | Information Policy Department, with the 


Ww. D> 
Mr. Allen, 
Washington. 


help of the various Government Departments 


represented on the Official Committee on 


JG. 
ee vanes Sonne Illegal Immigration to Palestine. The 
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material they can with journalists here. 
las Ashley suggested, we want to concentrate 
on the seamy side of the traffic, the 
Substantial profits made by ship-owners and 
agents out of the distress of Jewish 
refugees and the ruthless exploitation of 
these people for political purposes. We 
have made it clear to all concenned that 
we’ should not publicise our sepresentet ions 
to foreign Governments, Since the effect | | 
of such publicity would be what the South 
/Americans 68 eloquently describe as ; 


wv? 


"contra/ 
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Ycontra/producente". 
Meamweike, W have not, 
send out pee material. wake | YO 
pected Soil ee Poteet epee 
n the British 

(and American) press, whieh—con—thenbe 

I am sending a copy of this letter to 
Denis Allen at Washington and to Jack Ward 


in Rome, | 
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FOREIGN OFFIGR, SeWels 
| 18th June, i947. 


‘(ABS I gather «chley Clarke is on leave, i write to you in 
reply to hie letter Now72/290/47 of 4th June, about publici sy 
on the subject of Jewish illegal imniprations | 

wé have been giving a zood deal of consideration tc shis 
whole gaestion and you will have seen our cireular telegram of 
22nd May, addressed to you as Foreign Office telegram NoeliGh 
Saving, which was designed to prepare the ground for the dcova:eh 
of further material to posts abroade The preparation of Jhies 
material is being co-ordinated by our infors.ation soliey 
Department, with the help of the various Government Dep.xtoonis 
represenied on the Official. Committee on Illegal Inmicrat. on 
to Palestine. jhe News Department are also placing what 
Material they ean with journalists here. AB bhiey 
‘uggested, wo Want to concentrate on the seamy side of the »partie, - 
the substantial oro:ite made by shipe-owners and GZeOntS Guy of the 
distress of JeWish cefugees and the ruthless exploitation of these 
people for political purposes. We have made it clear io ail 
concerned that we should not publicise our representations to 
foreign Governments, since the effeot of such publiclty would be 
What the ccuth Ancrieans eloquently desoribe as ‘contra pPpcdueente"™. 


saduasafay 


He have not for the present been able to send out mach 
material. It will be much casier to do so when suitable material 
has begun io appear in the British (and United States) pres... 


f 


i a. sending copies of this letter to Denis Allen at 
washington and to Jack Ward in Rome. 
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(8.4917/83/31) FOREIGN UFVICE, SeWele 
SOP Sgorer, : 18th June, 1947. 


As I gather AShley Clarke is on leave, il wrlie to you in 


Peply to his letter No.72/290/k47 of 4th June, about public: vy 
on the subject of Jewish illegal imnigrati one 


“We have been giving a good deal of consideration io chLs 
whole question and you will have seen our ciroular telegran of 
cénd May, addressed to ;ou as Foreign office telegram No. 1164, 
saving, which was designed <o prepare the ground for the desoateh 
of further material to posts abroad. The preparation ef his 
Material ls being co-ordinated by our inforiation Poliey 
Department, with the hel» of the Various Government Dep.rimenis 
represented on the Official Committee on Illegal Immiprat.on 
to Palcstins, The Hews Department are also placing what 
material they can with Journalists here. Ap .shley 
“acgested, we want to concentrate on the Seany side of the sparfioe, 
the substantial orv its made by ship-owneres and agents out oi the 

distress of Jewish vefugees and the ruthless exploitation of ihese 
people for political purposes. We have made it clear to all 
concerned that we should not publicise oar representations to 
foreign Governments, since the effeet of Such publicity would be 
What the south Amcricans eloquently desoribe ag "gontra orcdugente™. 


We have not for the present been able to Bend out much — 
material. It will be much easier to do 80 when suitable material 
has begun to appear in the British (and United States) pres:, 


f 


I a& sending copies of this letter to Denis Ailen at 
“ashington and to Jack Ward in Rome, 


WOONOT “391430 GY0IFY 9171GNd 3HL 4O LHDIYAdOD 


ppsig / The 


Towrs AIL y 


et (Je@.SeBoith) | 


J +BeCoulson, Bie , CAM. G, ) 
PariBe 


Wambey | cages uf. js es 
FROM / oWue 3 Irom Cts NH [CSIR 
oe, ken po “al Al heay es 


if 
f 


No. 


pated — OFS JAR /N ha all fi lads Ys AC ae ch Deut wy, | 
: ee Y Lea QUs ud th iY * 07 er Of 06 a wth 


in Registry | 
/ / =o 7 


Last Paper. _ (Minutes.) 


OY? P deans A monk yy wan £35984. 
0 : 


References. 


(How disposed of.) 


31 
<i. 
2]. 
etl 
zi 
ay. 
of 
wh. 
i 
= 

m. s 
rs i 
- |. 
2 i. 
S| 
wi. 
o}. 
oe}. 
ba | 

mn 3 
oO; 
m 3 
Lae 

si 


Bre 
We Cowrr not help Over Liat 
ae by gens Creat y Sanur. 
perragn Taro Te HP Clee 
. (Action 4 “Cr had. 5 ce, be k 
i) PE. Bacar a 
i, 


> completed 
EB tat Ov 
iE aa 


Fun 
Next Paper. ava 


Wecnun | 


= 
&=- EDF | Wt 24772/717. 1785 10/38 F.O2. 


SCOTT'S 


INLAND: HOWTENAX, ALD, LONDON A.B.C. 6TH EDITION 
; AVENUE 1901 (7 Lines) TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS : CODES: potcseg 
“9 ewe HOWTENAX, LONDON eS — 


DIRECTORS HOWARD TENENS, LIMITED. 


NORMAN H. FOSTER Wes 
SM ccoNAa SHIP BROKERS 
D. P. SINNOTT | 

BEVIS MARKS HOUSE, 


DPS/AR/N , py ae ae BEVIS MARKS, 


LONDON, €E.C.3. 

| i 9th June 1947. 

c t iy 

The Under-Secretary of pore en cae ne ees 
Foreign Office, 

LONDON, S.W.1. Attention iwr.Cable. 


Jor, 


Confirming our telephone conversations of last week, in 
particular that of Saturday morning, we give you hereunder an 
extract of a private letter from Mr.Elliot Norton of Norton & 
Co.itd.,Lisbon, to our Mr.N.H.Foster:- 


"There is one point I would like to stress and I mentioned 
"it in my telegram and also in my private and confidential 
"letter to you, both of which must have reached you through 
"the F.O. When I agreed with Mockford to do what we are doing 
"on behalf of the F.0O., it was agreed that all Solicitors’ 
"expenses, etc. would be for account of H.M.G. and therefore 
"I think that all expenses incurred in this matter should cer- 
"tainly be paid to us by the F.0. You will no doubt be able to 
"take this matter up with the gentleman who has been in contact 
"with you and-as Mockford is in England at present you can get 
"this confirmed by him". 
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We gathered from our telephone conversations that you are 
unable to find any record of the agreement mentioned above, but 
that you will be communicating with the Embassy in Lisbon and 
we aweit your news . 


psig / WE 


Yours faithfully, 
For HOWARD TRNENG, LIMITVED., 


by 


Director. 
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- SECRET 
‘| Dear male 


The Chancery, |. af, , 
H.M. Embassy, . our telegram No. 309 3 elst May 


Lisbon. Jaw | 
| the legal immigrant ship "Kora". 


wi 


Le | You will remenber that, in. 

your telegram No. 331, you ‘informed ‘us that 
From: | the ee ne Peeper owing approximately 
Eastern Dept. 

“suggested that we should make use of their 

good offices oe put an arrest on her for this 

amount. As you know, we adopted this 


suggestion, Which proved to be most useful, 


IN| THIS MARGIN. 


saouasafay 


and the Kora is still detained at Genoa. 
Be We have now received a letter 
from Messrs. ‘Howard Tenens dated the 9th 
June, of which we enclose a Copy, we got 


4 , in touch with Mockford about this, and he 
| Piet Solicitevs’ | 
Opener A 
voles ) to“‘Messra. Norton & Co. We outa be 
AL | us, 
grateful if you Mould ascertain from Messrs. 


states that he never gave any,such assurance 
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Norton & Co. how this ‘misunderstending has 
arisen. This is Sbriewy rather a delicate 
question since, although we do not wish in 
any way to discourage Messrs? Norton & Oo. 
we have no authority to sanction such 
expenditure. Messrs. Howard Tenens and 
| their London solicitors, Messrs. Constant & 
Constant, have puewee most Snerecua’ and — 
their assistance has been exceedingly 
| helpful. We are anxious, therefore, to clear 


up this misunderstanding as soon as possible, 


3148 Wt. 26469/137 100m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


4 It would ‘og interesting to know how 


fer Mesers. Norton & Co. have - ineurrea 


a 


addi tional expense solely on our. ‘account, 


oe 


Would they not, ‘in any case, have. taken 


Wee a > eae ee 


f ws 


: proceedings eo ‘recovery. the debts owed to} 


. them? 
Yours every 


- EASTERN DEPARTMENT. 
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NOTHING TO. 


OUT FILE 


FORSIGN OFFICE, Self,le 


19th June, 1947. 
(B 4955/84/31) 


SEGRE 7 


beer Chancery, 


W411 you please refer to our telegram No. 3.4 of 2lst 
bey to Genoa about the Jewish fllegal immigrant ship 
Kora". 


2 You will remember that, in your telegram No. 331, 
you informed us that the Kora had left Lisbon owing 
approximately £1,000 to Norton and Cumpany Limited of 
Lisbon, and suggested tha: we should make use of their 
good offices to put an arrest on her for this amount. As 
you know, we adopted this suggestion, which proved to be 
most useful, and the Kora is still detained at Genoa. 


5e te have now received a letter from Messrs, Howard 
Tenens dated the 9th June, of which we enclose a copy, 
sbout solicitors’ expenses. ie got in touch with Mockford 
about this, and he states that he never geve any such 
assurance to Norton end Company Limited. je should be 
grateful if you would ascertain from Norton and. : 
Compeny Limited how this misunderstanding has arisen, This 
is obviously rather e delicate question since, although 
we do not wish in any way to discourage Norton and Company 
Limited we have no authority to sanction such expenditure, 
Hessra@e Howard Tenens and their London solicitors, Messrs. 
Constant and Constunt, have proved most energetic and 
their assistanes has been exceedingly helpful, ive are 
anxious, therefore, to clear up this misunderstanding 
aB B00n as possible. 


4e It would be interesting to know how far Nerton 
and Company Limited have incurred additional expense 
Solely on our account. Would they not, in any case, have 
Hata proceedings for recovery of the debts o~ed to 
em 
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The Chancery, 
British kmbassy, 
Lis 8Dn 
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_@prsvisve GENERAL pDE COSTA RICA 1 499 14 


rv | ‘EN LONDRES. VI 


. TELEPHONE: CLERKENWELL 5341-2 


(\ JUN 
PRINCES HOUSE, 935, GRESHAM STREET, t | 


LONDON, E.C.2 | 9th Juns-T9,.7 


Me Under Secretary of State 
Foreign Office 
Whitehall. SeWe 


Sir: oe 

I take the liberty of enclosing Copy of a Protest 
which I have received from the Captain of the ss"Colony Trader" 
gailing under the Costa Rican Flag, which vessel has been 


detained at Gibraltar. 


I shall be glad to have your reply to these allegations 


so that I may keep my Government fully informed. | 


Iam, Sir, : 
Your obedient Servant 


Con8ul 
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S»Se "COLONY TRADER" 
GIBRALTAR, 


27th May, 1947. 


His Excellency, | 
The Ambassador for Costa Rica, 
London. 


Your. Excellency, 


I beg to inform you that my steamer, the Costa 
Rican s.s. *COLONY TRADER", arrived at Gibraltar on the morning 

of the 19th instant for bunker coal bit this was refused by the 
Coal Controller on instructions from London. 


On the night of the 23rd instant a number of 
soldiers were put on board by the Autnorities and steamer was 
placed under detention on suspicion that she will be used on illegal 


traffic with Palestine. 


I hereby strongly protest for this detention 
as we are at oresent on a lawful voyage from Jacksonville(U.S.4A) 
via Bermuda and Madeira with a cargo of scrap tyres, loaded at 
the first named port, for Genoa, which cargo is properly documented, 
and I would be much obliged if you will kindly convey my protest ~ 


to the proper Authorities. : 


I would further lixe to bring to your notice that 
I have no knSwldzse whatsoever that steamer will be used for any 


illegal traffic, and to Drove this statement and that I am in no way | 


involved in any illegal traffic, I ec:ild easily have avoided calling 
at Gibraltar for bunkers by reolenisning at “adeira sufficient to 
take steamer to Genoam where she is bound. 


I have tne honour to be, Bxcellency, 
Your obedient Servant, 


(Sieneéd). s.04.06% 
Master s.s-"COLONY TRADER" 


For your information I have written a letter on the 
above strain to the consul for Sosta Rica at Gibraltar. 


Psauasafay 


pysig / iLe 
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Lets 
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FORSIGN OFFICE, 3.Wel. 
16th June, 1947, 


Loy | 


i enclose a copy of a letter from the Costa Rican 
Gonsul-General in London, forwarding a protest from the 
master of the 8.3, "Oolony Trader" against the detention 
of this ship in Gibraltar, 


1 should be grateful for your views on the reply to 
be returned to this letter, JI suppose that we should 
refer to the Ships (Detention) Ordinance, 1947, but we 


80. 


Should like to know in whet terms you think we should do 


— 


J 


feyet| (3.0.8. Beith) 


_D. 


“Colonial oftice, °* 
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91/84/51. = 


OUT FILE 


Wels 


20th June, 1947 


‘ir, 

i have the honcur to refer 
to your letter of the Sth “une 
enclosing a copy of a protest 
fron the master of the ers 
"Colony Trader" againet the 
c@étention of this veranel at 
Gibralter, 


Se This question har been tavren 
up with the competent J -enartments 
and @ reoly will be cent to you 
&€ £00n as possible, 


L &lig | 
“ir, 
Your obedient -ervante 
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‘ohn C. Eggers, ESQe, 
Costa Rican Consul:.te-General, 
95 Gresham Street, 


ee ¥ 
Vale ie 


( (E u! UN 


SPC i EY ED. 


Se ee pa ee ee oT One 
Rite} esrenfrufr| — Silly ol Yumycoloa, Pablo 
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Last Paper. (Minutes.) 

— / OF I think that the line taken by the Embassy at 
Romeiin this telegram is very much in consonance with 
the views of the Information Policy Department. I 

References. understand that they are trying to place material both 
in the British and American press which can then be 
used by our Missions abroad for their publicity. 
We have already told Paris: this in reply to an enquiry 
from them and the copy of that letter (EB «:+ * 
is on its way to Rome. 


saouasafay 


The answer to para. 3 of this telegram seems to me 
to be that- the Embassy have discretion to use the 
information available to them about Jewish illegal 
immigration adtivities in ordér to encourage journalists 
to make a story which will be of use to us. Clearly 
much will depend on the reliability and affiliations 
of the individual journalist. We have already given 
Rome some guidance on this point (E * ¢/ ye 

As regards the possibility of inspiring a Times 
article, NewsDepartment will be able to tell us what the 
prospects are. As a matter of fact, I think we have 
sufficient information to provide quite a nice account 
of conditions in Italian refugee camps, clandestine 
immigration into Italy and illegal departures from the 
South. Information Policy Department and News 
Department are I believe in touch with M.I.5. in regard 
to the furnishing of such material. 
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| 16 Sow K2 
Cypher/OTP DEPARTHENTAL WUh, | 
FROM ROME TO FORBIGN OFFICS, | 
Sir, N. ohaetes 
Ne, 1297 D: 8.0 pom. 13th June,1947 


18th June, 1947. 
Kk: 11.50 pm 13th June,1947 


Repeated te Washingten 
Paris 


AAA A 
SHCORET, . & int 
Hy telegram Ne.1098, ° 


Jewish illegal immigration. 


| Ye have been giving detailed censideration te the 
questien ef suitable publicity fer Italy in the Light 
ef your telegram™1069 and diplematic pregramme in Lenden 
press service of June 10th. 


2. We feel that while the twe telegrams under 
reference previde us with useful talking points ghey de 
net in themselves centain typical factual infermatien 
of Zienisis suppert fer terTOrrsir aiid TlTegai = 
immigratien which weuld enable the press te build up a 
case against the premeting ef this traffic, 


3, As you are aware we have abundant detailed 
material but I am net clear frem paragraph 5 ef your 
telegrsm'426 te Angera te what extent we can preperly 
disclese this evidence te journalists and encourage them 
te investigate fer themselves jienist activities. 

Apart frem this any publicity campaign launched here 
might run us inte a number ef dangers, — 


4, Firstly we sheuld risk falling feul ef Italian 
Gevernment whese weakness and inefficiency weuld 
inevitably emerge frem any form of publicity. We might 
thas prejudice eur chance ef getting even such . 
ceeperatien as has hitherto been ferthceming. 

Secendly in disclesing evidence much ef which would 
inevitably implicate U.NR,R... and A.J.U.0, if enly 
by inference we sheuld be treading on highly dangereus 
preund, In spite ef all denials by U.N Rita ear 


ppgig / ike 
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ef [erp undec,], the sentributien which these twe 

erganisatiens make in practice is epen talk and we 

are beung te be questiened (c.f. yeur telegram Ne,1164 , 

and my telegram lNe,1282), U€é weytfgue’ 
ries | | 


5. Beth ef these dangers weuld be lessenéd if as 
originally suggested in my telegram Ne,1098 paragraph 4 
publicity campaign ceuld be launched in ienden, ‘The 
Italian Geverment which weuld resent this iibassy's 
initiating the campaign weuld find it much more 
difficult te ebject te us fellewing up enquiries 
frem the Press respecting [grp. emitted] in 
Lenden while yeu rather than we weuld be better able te 
judge hew far it is safe er desirable te implicate 
UN Ree A OF Pid. 050; | 


6. Weuld yeu therefere consider the pessibility 
ef persuading the Times te publish a turne¢géer* article 
abeut Jewish illegal immigration with particular 
reference te italy as at present perhaps the werst 
‘centre ef the traffic. Such an article sheuld 
immediately preveke lecal cement which we ought te 
be able te werk up inte an effective anti dienist 
Campaign, We suggest the "Times" biimuse it seens 
te us impertant that initial publicity sheuld be 
ebjective rather than sensational, 


7. if yeu think prepesal is practicable I venture 
te suggest that se far as [taly is cencerned the Article 
sheuld be: | 


(A) Highly factual. His Majesty's Gevernnent's 
attitude is generally knewn here but statements 
unsupperted by éVidence de not preveke much sympathy. 
Ve ceuld ef ceurse previde you with material ef the 
type required if necessary, 


(3) It sheuld net be tee hard on the Italian 
Gevernmnent. ‘The best line frem our point ef view 
would be that the Italian Govermment were anxieus te 
step the traffic and had been helpful in various 
instances but there remained much that they could do 
and which it was heped they weuld do under the new 
régime ef I.R.0. 


(C) Immigrants sheuld be regarded as dupes 
whe almest deserve eur sympathy (see yeur telegran 
426 te Angera paragraph 2 and paragraph 4) and main 
attack must be cencentrated en Zienists in the 
United States and elsewhere whe are abusing the 
idea of hespitality te refugees. Ko) 


ppatg / 1Le 


WOONOT “391440 OY09TY DITaNd BHL 4O LHD IYAdOD 
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(D) Jewish agenoy and Zienist erganisers of 


traffie are deliberately fleyting autherity ef U. N.0. 


Inferuation Secretary has received request 
fer agrigtanee iu writing up Zienist activities in | 
this country from beth Italian and British = 
journalists which shew the degree of interest on the 
subject, I have hewever telé him te helé@ back un 
we have received answer te this telegram. 


Please repeat te Washingten and Paris as ay telegram 
Nes, 252 and 114 respectively, | ps 


[Repeated te Washingten and Paris], 
[Copy sent te Middle East Secretariat]. 


My Wy 
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Draft. 
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Telegram. 
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IN THIS MARGIN. 
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£5155/84/51 _ oy) 
QUT FILE , 
Code R DEPARTMENTAL NO. 1 


FROM FORSIGI OFFICE TO RQU& 


No. 1499 
lith July, 1947. 
RESTRICTED MMM 


De 10.55 adele 15th July, 1947. 


saduasafay 


Your telegram NO. 1297 feof 12th June: Jewish illegal 
immigrsetion]. 

Series of 6 articles in "Daily Mail" ebout Jewish illegal 
immigration started on lienisy, 7th July, am clip-sheets are 
being sent to you. 
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5S 


Central Central Office of of _Lnformation a . Le 
OVERSEAS. PRESS “SERVICES 


TRANSMISSION 
SERVICE 


LONDON PRESS NINTH JULY FIV 


DI: LOM PTC PROGR. a Memorenduni on .dninistretion of Palestine under 
ene recently handed tO paneee Netions Fact Finding Conmittee and full text of 
‘whieh bos now r 9000 3 received in London. detonstrates how principal task of Palestine 
“Eat ee past twentyseven years nas been holding of balance between twin - 
obligations imposed by mandate para. 

Twofola duty Liupose ad by SEND Ee is to promote establishient of National Hene 
Tor aed People in Palestine and aaiinister Palestine in conformity with intercsts 
of “population as whole of whoa .. TADS Porn great majority para 

| In no field hes it been nore ‘difficult for Palestine Govt to hold balance than 


iw) 


in thet oe immis Corrie which nas been cause of most radical antagonism. between -rabs 


JCWSs ware 


It was recognis nat Jewish liaaigretion wos essontial to economic developient 


of National Hone but it was obvious thet unrestricted Jewish immigration could be 


prejudicial : tO interests of population &S whole para 

Palestine inanigration policy was reviewed in White Paper of nineteen thirtynine 
and Lit Was decided to be oxpediont to restrict ii algration to total of seventytive 
basusea Tees over Tive year DOELOS ending ify nineteen fortyfour which was lator _. 
oxtended io Dadeubes nineteen fortyfive to pexriit completion of Seventyfive 
thousand quota stop 5 ince then Jewish immigration has been allowed at rate of fifteon 
aids red nonthly stor Jewish population in ralestine has increased fron eightyfour . 
thousand in nineteen pee year when andate was approved. by Council League. 
Reis: ¢ to s Some - sixtwoPive thousand today which is. about one third of total - 
population of Palestine pera 

While “rot ead has consistently OuROsce Jewish immigration fearing econoiic 
eclipse followed by political ae tion coma Zionists notably since ado, tion of 
Biltnore prograinie: in ninotoen Forty two of un restricted immigration and establishnent 
- Jewish Connotea heve set thenselves task of cireuaventing imaigration | 


mestmetions by every pOsstp ee means para 


Pe ae 
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this has iced to vast organisation of illegal immigration traffic of ther much 
uss been written and of which there is still sore to be revealcd but which @ontinues 


Daily Mail is ct present publisning series of articles on illegal ee 
cket cotpilcd by investigator whosc mission cama it is stated coma has taken him 
to Newyork Paris Cairo and who had drawn’ infornetion from authentic Sources stop These 


arbioles tarow cruds. lige on’ unscrugulous intriguus of gesonisers and Gnkcis miseries 


Daily Mail investigator first deals with sélicetion of funds to Finance illegal 
immigration enrough asocals spPenesne as full page adver rtisements in american press 
Stop.He shovs that cnly sucll f fraction of dollars Subeonibed notably by poor JEws 
b? Newyork encnents is actually devoted to Lis ostensible pueeee stop _dvertisonents 
say it costs two fifty dollars to Love one concentration carp victin from Burope to 

Palestine stop But Daily Mail investiga tor learned Ghat stESy dollax cS of every — 
sceret funds of terrorist organisation irgun Zval eer 
/ euch. of renaindsr is pocketel by widdlenen stop Thus gullible donors to these 
socalled charity appeals are giyring noney és et Tews Giese into Palestine Bui 
in fact not so such getting Jows into Palestine Az helping Jewish | 
terrorists blow up bridges and shoot eightcen year ‘ola British soldicrs: in Basie para 

It is pointed out that “merican taxpayers are unwittingly auesidising this 
racket because donations to ee churitable ce unquote are tax free para 

Next Daily Mail investigator exolains how ‘aoney depotearte financing illegal . 

gration « ‘distinct frou terrorisi is usdd by racketoors tO buy old ships all 
over world: sail thea to mediterranean often with legal cargoes couma there discharge 
crews and place on beard Jewish crews or gangs of desperadoes ready to sail any 
snip at a price however unseaworthy however overcrowded para 

song twentyfive ships which reached Palestine waters dash only to be 
intercepted by Roya LE Navy dash during past year Daily Mail iersstae: finds that 

wony Pleav flag of Panaina or ionduras coun two countries which do not subseribe hoe 
Interactional Lead Line Convention Which lays down safety rules oe ‘Loading stop 

In eoneewicnes racketeers cail crati these ships with hoe cargoes far beyond ae 
margin witnout neoera for passengers or fear of law? Gana: _ 
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Thus quote s&kbel unquote of three hundred bois errived in Palestine waters 
with eleven hundred Jews and bubonic plague stop “uotc -zthina unquote 
was so rotton thet snc sank on way stop RF drosped f£56d to her starving 
passengers awaiting rescue frou rocky island stop They were eventually picked up 
by Royal Novy para 
Of tionthly legal immigration quote of fifteen hundred seven fifty are drown 
frou those interned in Cyprus ofter failing to lend illegally in Palestine stop 
In this way nalf legal quota is taken by people who heave forced their way to 
front of queuc anead of Jewish fanilies whose undisputed claiia has obtained the. 
for entry into Palestine para 
Wail investigator proceeds to describe »rocess by which illegal 
are induced to risk ,éerilous journey fron Central Europe to seaboard 
end tnence across sliediterranean in holiships para 
He says they are victins of highly efficient propaganda weacnine of Hagana 
s & agents are to be found in all 
"€in centres in iwurove stos Their ain is set as sany people as possible into 
ine stop They choose young strong sen and women corma children and pregnant 


wale 


motners as best uiaterial with which to build future Jewisn State stop They w 
on these peoples fears cotima paint picturcs of cosins pogrouis and declare 


for tnem Lt is cese of Palestine or die we 


Inui-rants so beguiled sct out at first in thin trickles frou towns end 
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villages or cats all over urope stop They converge into few main streanus makin: 
for Sweden cowis. South Erance comma Delmatia or heel of Italy where they are » 
up by hell snips 

To get thus far they are beset with desperate adventures stop There is for 
exariple seerct crossing of Polish Cacchoslovak frontier at dead oF nisnt stop 


Many of these Jews carry large sums of ioney stop They are often robbed by bandits 


stop Some nave oeen killed stop But edds Daily Meil investigator these hazards re 


ad 


nothing compared with what awaits theadash aboard hellshigs 


END DIPLOM:.TIC PROGR LPS 


Central Office. of Information . 
OVERSEAS PRESS SERVICES. 


URVICE: Caegtl 7 DATE = > |: . oP RANSMISSION 


LONDoW PRESS a ee "FOURTEEN . JULY 
DIPLOMATIC. _PROGReMME: pe ra | 
LPS Diplonatic Progranneé ninth aly called attention to Anvestigation which Daily 
Meat Correspondent: has’ naiie: into Alleged Jewisn inaigration traffic Stop Correspondent 
found that of dollars: subscribed in answer. to socalled charity appeals advertised 
in anerican press:to get Jews brasnee illegally bracket into Palestine small.part is 
‘devoted Xo. .buying old quote ‘Coffin ships unquote for this purpose comma . larger part 
is paid into secret: funds of terrorist organisation. Irgun Zvai Leumi, but Lions. Share: 
sticks to pockets: of ruthless rapacious racketeers para a | 

series of articles published by Daily Mail contains folloving sala ia of 


typical Mediterranean’ voyage of onc of coffin ships engaged in quote Jew running 


UnquOsS pare: . 


Corvette quote. Ulua unquote ‘was ee last Noveaber frou US Navy by a Greek 


for aabbesn thousand seven fifty poues Stop. Greek resold her’ S Ttalian in Jew 
running rack cet for. thirtyone thousand tmofitty pounds pare a 

Ulua as gross. tonnage: of ight Zero sight and net tonnage of Fouronetaro Stop 
She was palancented in Palestine waters by Royal Navy twentyeighth Fenmuary of this . 


year with pee uOen hundred and ninetyeight men women children on board are 


What human cargo of: some fourteen handed in ship of fourhundyed | dee tons means can: 


best realised by comparison for Seep Ee wath liner Queen Elizabeth para 

Queen Elizabeth normally carries twothousand Ghreehundred fiftoen passengers stop 
If sne were packed with people to same ‘density as those fourteonhundred were crammed . 
on board Ulua she would. ‘Garry: ‘Onehundred and fortysever thousand on one voyage para . 

On one trip during: wap’ When Queen Hiecabethias serving as army eeeenesunt she 
carried fifteen thousand seven hundred Sqldiers stop | they were SO closely peeked ‘that 

they could not all éat or sleep at sane time stop Yet each man had nearly ten times: _ 

| as much room as -one passenger in lua in Pores widen lasted eight weeks in stinking 
suffocating conditions para — | | _ 

When Ulua entered ise Snaigoant trade her | name Was a5 changed to Haim Arlossorofr. 
stop Under this” name she enbarked. sone sixundred Jevish men women children at 

| | De te Os 


LONDON PRESS SERVICE AND REGIONAL SERVICES: WELpxcx 4420, Ext. 736 (Inquiries and Distribution) 


Yd 


WOONOT “391490 GN0938 9: 18Ne 3HL 30 LHDIBAdOD 


Trelleborg Sweden twentyfourth January stop She put in at Havre and then proceeded 
tO aus of Taranto in extreme south ce Italy a There she picked UP about ee 
hundred more Jews from beach para | 

iis Ulua neared Palestine waters passengers were kept below deck stop Hot oil 
hose was prepared for reception of British boarding party and nuts and bolts pilea - 
on deck as ammunition stop Hagana agents had told Jews before they sailed for ; 


Palestine that they would be machine gunned by British on arrival. para — 


Finally with no food left and water desperately short. Ulua was spotted by British 


aircraft stop Soon after two British destroyers came alongside stop. Voyage was over 
stop. Deluded Jews did not set: foot in Palestine but comma as Daily Mail investigator 
renarks comma profits of racketeers responsible were safe somewhere in background ‘para 

Daily Hail Correspondent chose voyage of Ulua for recital not because it was 
exceptional but because it was typical stop Ulua was in fact one. of better class 
coffin ships stop .She is modern whereas many are old tubs para 

Daily Mail Correspondent reports description.given him by British Army. 
nous ouiatones officer charged with receiving imnizrants who are being sranshipped 
to Cyprus dash description .of small boat filled with Jews which was intercepted and 
escorted into Haifa harbour para. 

Deck of this small boat was so crowded that.it seemed as if some: of people must . 
fall into water oe Men women children :babes in. arms born on voyage and women about 
to give premature birth to children owing to their hardships.conma they had been 
twentytwo days at sea in this fisietnn Geeks slum unquote stop Many were in rags stop 
some were almost naked stop There were among pian nystertests comma fanatics and 


worse: stop There was fever and eae eee on board para. 26 on se 


dupes of Jew, running racketeers. go through hell query It was porn’ out “to Daily Mail 


correspondent. by . experienced observer of Middle. East who has eoenely ‘visited Palestine 


that by tragic paradox the very se a many Jews went to Palestine to escape © 

has taken root in Palestine itself para | | 
Bands of Jewish youth march’ along roads in ‘shorts with satchels on their backs: 

eEnetne patriotic songs displaying all, arrogance of race stop OFGSr Jews Look on With | 


dismay stop And then the children stop Their pavents have Lost control of then: Stop. — 


They can only spore Hebrew in which they are neues to shriek parrot, like slogans stop | 


Every Jewish child this observer saw between ages of six and ‘sixteen looked at “him with 


unconcealed hate stop “This experienced “observer sumed: up bis impression of this 


youthful vision in phrase dash Fascism has come to Palestine para 
END DIPLOM:TIC PROGRAMME LPS 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 


‘ie 6th June 1947 


Ref: G16 4. : | 
Ref: G165/_ _/47 J ge/ 3 
gael | 
Please refer to our letter G124/-/47 (now 
numbered G165/3/47) of the 16th May about applications 
from various firms and individuals for British approval 
for permanent Honduranian registry for ships under 
their control. | 


Dear Department, 


Since writing this we have had a number of 
further applications, all of which have been discussed 
with the Shipping Attache and with the local Security 
Service Representative who has reported all of these 
ships to his head office. 


These ships ares 


1. CITY OF ATHENS. 15,000 tons; owned by the 
Compagnia de Navegacion de Honduras; run by the 
American Mediterranean Steamship Line; agents, 
Gratsos Bros. She will carry passengers and cargo 
between Athens, Genoa and New York. Approval given. 


2. MITCHELL A. PALMER 
REBECCA BOONE 
DOLLY MADISON 
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Liberty ships of 7191 tons; owned by the Honduras 
Steamship Company; agents Suwannee Fruit & Steamship 
Company of Jacksonville, Fla. The first is under 
charter to Lamport & Holt for the South America 
trade. The other two are under charter to the French 


Eastern Department, /Government 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 


6% 


Government for the carriage of coal from U.S. ports 

to France. A written undertaking was given by the 
Suwannee Fruit & Steamship Company that these ships 
would not be used in the Mediterranean unless the 
French Government required that the coal should be 
unloaded in a French Mediterranean port rather than, 
as expected, at an English Channel port. The firm 
undertook to keep the Embassy informed of their future 
plans for these ships. Approval given. 


36 The FLORESTA. See correspondence ending with 
Foreign Office telegram No.5240 of 29th May. 
Approval given. 


4. The rail ferry boats GRAND HAVEN and HENRY M. 
FLAGLER operated by the West India Fruit & Steamship 
Company between West Palm Beach and Havana. Approval 


given. 


5. Fx U.S. Naval vessel LCI-651 of 400 tons gross; 
owned by the Caribbean Shipping Company, who have 


stated in writing that she is being converted to carry 
fruit and general cargo in the Gulf of Mexico and 
Caribbean areas. Their letter contains an assurance 
that the vessels will not be used in any illicit 
traffic or outside the area specified. Approval given. 


6. The WIALI (ex Naval XYF-49) and the ex Naval 
Yacht MARNELL, not yet renamed. Gross tonnages 261 
and 254 respectively. They are owned by the West Indies 
America Line Inc. and are stated to be destined for 
general cargo trade in the Caribbean. They will be 
based at Tampa and will travel to Cuba and Jamaica. 
The owners have not yet decided what registry these 
two ships are to have, put will probably choose either 
Panamanian or Honduranian. The Shipping Attache is 
making enquiries about these vessels and a decision 
has not yet been taken. 


7. Motor vessel FIFTY-TWO MILES (ex U.S. Naval 
Vessel SC-689) ; , 


eee Motor vessel ARAWAK II (ex Naval Vessel 
PSC-1381) $ | 
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/and 


and the privately owned YMS-108 (ex U.S. Naval 
Vessel not yet renamed). 


They are owned by the Harrisville Combing Mills Inc. 
of Rhode Island. The first two are stated to be in 
use for the transportation of supplies from Florida 
to a dairy and poultry farm owned by Eleuthera Ltd. 
at Hatchet Bay, Eleuthera, Bahamas, a Bahaman 
corporation whose stock is owned by the Harrisville 
Combing Mills Inc. They will also be used, it is 
stated, as will also the YMS-108, for the transportation 
of the produce of the farm to Nassau. The Governor 
of the Bahamas has written to the Embassy to say that 
he believes Mr. Austin T. Levy, President of the 
Harrisville Combing Mills Inc., to be a person of the 
highest integrity. 


The Security Service Representative has been 
informed by his head office that there is no adverse 
information concerning this firm or the ships. We 


are awaiting a report on the firm from the Consulate- 
General in Boston and for some further details and 

a guarantee about their future use from the Vice- 
Consulate at Jacksonville. Approval has therefore 
not yet been given. 


8. S.S. CORTES 
GUAYAQUIL 
ELISA 


Refrigerated ships of about 1000 tons; operated by — 
the Tropical Fruit Company of Guayaquil between the 
ports of New Orleans, La., and Guayaquil. These ships 
are stated to be for exclusive use in the importation 
of bananas. H.M. Consul-General in New Orleans has 


been asked to ascertain whether the ships are what 


they are stated to be and to obtain an assurance from 
the New Orleans branch of the firm that they will not 


be used outside the western hemisphere. Approval has 
not yet been given. 
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In the cases where approval has already been 
given, the Honduranian Ambassador in Washington has 
been informed of the fact by telephone and the 
Consular Officer in charge of the area from which 
the application was made has been instructed to 
inform the applicant by telephone that this has been 
done. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY 


Be 


saduaLsafay 
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a 141 (27 s/a1/ar) 


HIS Majesty’ 8 ‘Ghargé | i at ‘Madrid | 
presents his compliments O ee ge HM P. Ss. 3. R, A = 
- and has the honour to transmit to Jem A 
documents. | a | 


| | - ~ Syay oe 1947. | 
Reference to previous npeeeanodende ieee” 


Madrid letter.to astern Department of May 
22nd, 1947 (275 14/47 ) | 


escription of Enclosure, 


_ Name ena Date. | | Subject. | 


‘Translation of Note | Coal bunkering 
Verbale No. 354 from | facilities for 
the Ministry of Forei ghips. engaged in 
Affairs,of the 27th illegal Jewish | 
May, 1947. “2 | immigration to be . 

| | denied. | 
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 g4704 (82578) (8) 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Nos! 354 
MoTE VERBALE 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs present their compliments. 
to H»BeM. Embassy and with regard to the Embassy’s Note Verbale Noe! 4:75 
of the 22nd instant requesting that any ship arriving at a Spanish port 
suspected of being involved in illegal Jewish inmigration should not be 
given coal bunkering facilities, with special reference to the Se 


"COLONY TRADERS have the honour ‘to inform them that in accordance with 
the Embassy ’s wishes, the necessary instructions have been issued to the 


competent Spanish authorities as desired. 
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LISBON. 


wines CNT 


185/52/47 | [ue Ju 


Ko —r, SECRET 
ee | | 


peer-Gerrean _ uteohqe ot 


Your telegram No, 321 of’ the 3rd June about the S.S. "Paducah". 
| 1916 /u8/9 & vt 
You will have received as our telegram No, 35 Saving a repeat 
of your telegram to the Consul at Ponta Delgada in the Azores, asking him 
to do what he could to obstruct or delay the "Paducah's" voyage. He will 
of course help to the best of his ability, but Fayal is nearly 200 miles by 
sea from Ponta Delgada and inter-island communications of every kind are bad, 


_ | 7th June, 1947. 


I hope you will agree to our not making an official approach 
to the Bartuguese Government, As you know (see inter alia our despatch no, 
ws22/, 8117 of the 2nd June and Robin Hooper's Top Secret letter no, M.S.364/3/47 of 
azv/yathe 19th April to John Beith), the Portuguese are not enthusiastic about the 
pert idea of stretching their authority to delay these ships, which they regard 
as pointless and likely to cause them trouble, ‘They would be unlikely to 
take any effective action in this case and we would prefer on the whole to 
save our fire.for cases in which we have a reasonable chance of getting them 


to do something. ( 303 Jas | a Ngee 


In your despatch no.134 of the 10th May, you told us that “even 
a short delay is of assistance to H.M.G. though of course the longer a vessel 
can be immobilised the better", It would be very helpful to us both in 
making representations to the Portuguese Government and also .in impressing 
on Consuls the importance and urgency of the action which from time to time 
we have to instruct them to take, if you could give us an explanation which 


we could pass on of just how these delays help, ry 
mm one Fi Fon pas ‘ 
7s G hig /\ LO 


One final point -- In your telegram no. 3Q8 you instructed us to 
ask the Portuguese Government to deny bunkers to suspect ships. Unless you 
tell us to the contrary, we do not intend to communicate the whole list of 
suspects to the Portuguese authorities, who would conveniently forget about 
it, but to make representations as cases arise. 


Yours sincerely, 


I.P. Garran, lsq., 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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Registry 3 
No. E 5090/84/®1 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 
26 June, 1947. 


Will you please refer to your letter 
183/132/u7 of 7th June in which you asked 


for guidance on the way in which it helps 
Mr. Stirling, | | 
H.M.Ey,bassy, H.M.Government to secure even a short delay 
Lisbon. 
in the movements of a ship engaged in 


the illegal immigration traffic. 
from All our information goes to show that 


Mr. Garran. | | the plans of the organisation behind the — 
/, 
Jewish illegal immigration racket ard Vex 
Alize f, he deeay Aube 
carefully laid. (Phe prospective illegal 


A 4, 


| - | f 
imnigrants ary sieht forward/according to 


a aefintte time table and passed from camp 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


to camp until they reach the coast to be 
embarked on @ specific vessel, Every time a 
ship is delayed, the plans of the organisa- 
tion are upset, their expenses are in- 
creased and they are faced with the problem 
of concealing, housing and feeding some 


hundreds of would-be passengers until 
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ahother ship can be produced. For example, 
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when the $.S."President Warfield" had been 
delayed for a couple of weeks, several 
hundred Jews in Italy were informed that 
their journey had been indefinitely postponed 
Anything which adds to the difficulties and 
inconveniences of this traffic helps to 
defer the intending passengers. 

I entirely agree with your final para. 
It would be undesirable to give the 


Portuguese authorities copies of the whole 


- 


list of suspect shipping.//Immigration is, 
of course, one of the crucial issues in 


the/ 


the whole Palestine question. It is by greatl 
increased immigration that the Zionists hope 
ultimately to secure a Jewish majority in 
Palestine and it is a question on which the 
Arabs of Palestine and the other Arab countrijes 
feel very strongly. H.M.Government, in their 
efforts to carry out their obligations to bot 
Arabs and Jews under the Mandate allow .con- 
trolled immigration at the rate of 1,500 per 
month into Palestine but they feel bound to 

_ resist by alZmeans at their disposal the attenpts 
“of Paoneet elements to organise unauthorised 
immigration beyond that figure. Particularly 
present moment, while the matter is sub judice 


before the United Nations, it is the duty of 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


H.M.G. to maintain the peace in Palestine and 
to prevent any action which might prejudice 
the eventual decision of the United Nations. 
Illegal immigration, from which, incidentally, 
the Terrorists draw so many of their recruitss| 
is the one issue before all others most likely 
to prejudice the position. 


An important practical consideration iS, 
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through our interception in Pdestine territoril 
waters and transfer to Cyprus fr detention | 
involve H.M.Govt. in considerable expense for 
their maintenance quite apart from the trouble] 


that they cause, 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.We1. 
26th June, 1947. 


(BE 5090/84/31) 


RESTRICTED 


Will you please refer to your letter 183/132/47 of 
7th June in which you asked for guidance on the way in 
which it helps His Majesty's Government to secure even 
a short delay in the movements of a ship engaged in 
the illegal immigration traffic. 


All our information goes to show that the plans of 
the organisation behind the Jewish illegal immigration 
racket are fairly carefully laid. A large proportion, 
at any rate of the prospective illegal immigrants are 
brought forward from Central Europe according to a time 
table and passed from camp to camp until they reach the 
const to be embarked on specific vessels. Kvery time 
a ship is delayed, the plans of the organisation are upset, 
their expenses are increased and they are faced with the 
problem of concealing, housing and feeding some hundreds 
of would-be passengers until another ship cam be produced. 
For example, when the S.S. "President Warfieid" had been 
delayed for a couple of weeks, several hundred Jews in 
Italy were informed that their journey had been indefinitely 
postponed. Anything which adds to the difficulties and 
inconveniences of this traffic helps to defer the intending 
passengers. | , 


Immigration is, of course, one of the crucial issues 

in the whole Palestine question. It is by greatly 

increased immigration that the Zionists hope ultimately 
to secure a Jewish majority in Palestine and it 15 a 

question on which the Arabs of Palestine and the other 
Arab countries feel passionately strongly. His Majesty's 
Government, in their efforts to carry out their obligations 
to both Arabs and Jews under the Mandate allow controlled 
immigration at the rate of 1,500 ;a>» month into Palestine 
but they feel bound to resist by ail means at their disposal 
the attempts of Zionist elements to organise unauthorised 
immigration beyond that figure. Particularly at the 
present moment, while the matter is sub judice before the 
United Nations, it is the duty of His Majesty's Government to 
maintain the peace in Palestine and to prevent any action 

which might prejudice the eventual decision of the United 
Nations. Illegal immigration, from which, incidentally, 

the Terrorists draw so many of their recruits, is the one 
issue before all others most likely to prejudice the position. 
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An important practical consideration is, of course, 
that all illegal immigrents who through our interception 
in Palestine territorial waters and transfer to Cyprus for 
detention involve His Majesty's Government in considerable 
expense for their maintenance quite apart from the trouble 


that they cause. 


I entirely agree with your fikal paragraph. It woulu 
be undesirable to give the Portuguese authorities copies 
of the whole list of suspect shipping. | 


C.N. Stirling, BSqdey CeoMeGe y 
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Parliamentary Question 


| N ian - Sear e Admiralty, whether he 

5. Commander Noble,—To ask the Parliamentary Secretary to the Admiralty, whet 
ie aware that Jewish terrorists have. acquired ex-Royal naval craft for gun-running 
ve. : and immigrant-carrying’ purposes; and what steps are taken to prevent these oragt 


being acquired for illegal purposes. | [Wednesday 11th June.] 
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Ex-Naval Vessels (Use) 


82. Commander Noble asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Admiralty 
whether he is aware that Jewish terrorists 
have acquired ex-Royal Navy craft for 
gun-running and inimigrant-carrying pur- 
poses; and what steps are taken to prevent 
these craft being acquired for illegal pur- 

. poses. 


Mr. Dugdale: It is possible that certain 
firms which have in the past bought ex- 
Naval vessels may be concerned in carry- 
ing illegal immigrants—though not so far 
as I know in gun-running. No ex-Royal 
Navy ships are being or have been used 
by them for this purpose. I may add that 
no’ ex-Naval ships are now permitted to 

- be’sold to foreign firms. 
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Ex-Naval Vessels (Use) 
82. Commander Noble asked the Parlia- 


mentary Secretary to the Admiralty 


whether he is aware that Jewish terrorists 
have acquired ex-Royal Navy craft for 
gun-running and immigrant-carrying pur- 
poses; and what steps are taken to prevent 
these craft being acquired for illegal pur- 
poses. 

Mr. Dugdale: It is possible that certain 
firms which have in the past bought ex- 
Naval vessels may be concerned in carry- 


ing illegal immigrants—tthough not so far 


as I know in gun-running. No ex-Royal 
Navy ships are being or have been used 
by them for this purpose. I may add that 
no ex-Naval ships are now permitted to 
be sold to foreign firms. 
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Me. Evans and I saw Squadron Leader FlenI¥ing and 
Me. Landy on 23rd June at the Foreign Office. Mr. 
Evans explained that the letter within was not 
necessarily as binding as we might wish, and suggested 
a bond to be given by each or the five partners. 
Messrs. Flem&ing and Lanjty:@id not welcorie this 
suggestion, and the former in particular Said he would 
prefer to resign from the buSiness rather than be 
involved in a guarantee of this kind. Finally, they 
poth asked us to produce a form of words aS soon as 
possible so that they could consider ite 


saouasafay 


2 Me. Evans has now pa@pared the attached bond for 
consideration by the Illegal Immigration Committee 
tomorrow. If the Committee agree that we should 

exact a bond of this kind, we shall have to communicate 
it to the Company. It does not, however, look as if 
the latter would be willing to sign a bond like this. 


S I shall suggest that the Committee consider also 
what our attitude should be if the partners refuse to 
give a bond as required. If we,for our part, refuse 
to withdraw our objections to Panamanian registration 
and to the departure of the ship except on receipt of 
a bond, the owners may try to raise the matter in 
parliament, or even to take legal action against us 
for the expenses they will be involved in by Keeping 
the ship inactive. T am sending a copy of the bond 


to Messrs. Higham and Evershed. 
1, ST ITLON 
~S = 


JieGcoe Beith). 
2hth June, 1947. .« 


Now See Cmdasews  Olpivat ec 

tr. | hane blA & dandy | Who Yang 

We is h da , nar Aeplx | NA Unger | 
Trewyr a WA & be aw anoph 


oe ee 


WOONOT “391430 G40938 91 18nd 3H1 40 LHD 18Ad09 


COPYRIGHT OF THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, LONDON 


61844 


‘NISUVW SIHL NI NA3LLIVM 3d OL SONIHLON 


\~ COPY 


{E5185/84/31 


COMPANIA MARITIMA GEOJUNIOR, S.A., 
(Registered in Panama) 


STEAMSHIP OWNERS AND SHIPBROKERS. 


General Agents: 
TILL COMPANY LTD. 


Head Office: 
5k» Nach. Benjamin Str. 
P.0.B.550.. Phone 5487. 
Cables: TILL, Tel Aviv. 
TEL AVIV, (Palestine ) 


Branches: 
Jerusalem end Haifa. 
Agents In U.K. : 
TILL CO. (England) LID. 
78, New Oxford Str., 
LONDON, W.C.1. 


Phones: MUSeum 9551-2 


HL/FL _ 17th June, 1947. 


Eastern Branch, 
Foreign Office, . 
Whitehall, 
LOWDOWN, S.W.1. 


Dear Sirs, 


As requested by’ you' to the Directors. 
of our Comp ith, wee yesterday" s meeting with 
your Mr, Beith, we hereby desire to confirm 
end undertake that the ship known as 
s.s."Lucia" owned by our Company, will only 
be used for regular authorised trade, for 
passengers and freight, and will not in any 
way be used for illegal ee coer to 
Palestine. “4 


We also undertake to keep you informed 
should we at any time propose selling this 
ship. 


/In 


saduasasay 
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In view of the foregoing, would you 
kindly write the Pananian Consul, sorrecting 
the impression previously given. 


Yours- faithfully, 4 
_COMPANIA MARITIMA GEOJUNIOR » S.A. | 


Directors. 
Sir W.H. Thomas, Kt. K.B.E. | 
8/Lar. E.L.Fleming, K.C., M.P. 
| Mr. WoW Williams, | 
Mr. H. : Landy | 
Mr. I,- Beitely. 
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Minutes. 


COMPANIA MARITIMA GEOJUNIOR, S.A.., 


Caps 


eferal Agents: 5 : 
TILL COMPANY LTD. 


Head Office : 
52, Nach. Benjamin Str. 
P.O.B. 550. Phone 5487. 
Cables: TILL, Tel Aviv. 
TEL AVIV, (Palestine) 


Branches : 


Jerusalem and Haifa. 


Agents In U.K. : 


TILL CO. (England) LTD. 


78, New Oxford Str., 
LONDON, W.C.I. 
Phones ;: MUSeum 9351-2, 


8/Ldr, E,L.Fleming, K.C.,) 


Mr. WN. Willinms, Notts Nn Web ccnet 


(REGISTERED IN PANAMA) 


STEAMSHIP OWNERS AND SHIPBROKERS. 


HL/FL mo L7th June, 1947, 


Kastern Branch, 

Foreign Office, 7 

Whitehell, : 

LONDCN, S.4 | Cc at Oe 
hasan Ra “ 4 


“¢ 
a 


Dear Sirs, os 
Udy 


Dia tetera Rees die iit a 
{ ee 3 
; 


Rs requested by you. to the Directors of our 
Company at yesterday's meeting with your Mr Beith, 
we hereby desire to confirm and undertake that the 
ship knorn es s.s. “Lucia” owned by our Company, 
“will only ce used for regular authorised trade, for 
nassengers and freight, and wil] not in any Wey be 
used for illegal immigration to Palestine, 


We also undertake to keep you informed 
should we at any time propose selling this ship. 


In view of the foregoing, would you kindly 


yrite the Panamian Consul,.correcting the impression 


previouslv given. 


Yours faithfully, 
COMPANIA MARITIMA GHOJUNIOR, S.A. 


Directors, 


| n 
Sir W.M.Thomas, Ft KBE L/P D Meg 


MP. 8h, LO» 


Hy Landy. IW amo 


I, Beitely. J, 
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Sealed with our seals this the 


Moy THE ABOVE WRITTEN OBLIGATION 4s conditioned to Lad 
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Signed, sealed and delivered 
by the above nemacl 

in the presenve of 
(signatures, addresses and 


ceeupations of two witnesses) 


) bind ourselves 


jointly and severally to His ierusty® rt Governnent fer the 


payaent te them ef the sum of 


Sealed with our seals this the 


_ NOW THE ABOVE WRITTEN OBLIGATION is conditioned to 
vod 
be beaund in case. 
cree alhrern0 
a the ship known ag 8S. “LUCIA" /owned by the 
stm ha: 
COMPANIA MARITIMA GHOJUNIOR, 3. Ae, rk canes and ship brokers, 
Onn 
shail at all times hereafter when - Cuca oy “ne gaid COMPANIA 
MARITINA GEOJUNIOR, Sete be used only for yegular\euthorised 4.,//§ 
on che leur) fot fur fraie 
trade forcpassengers and freight /and shall not in any way be 
used for the purposes of tllegal immigration into Palestine sD 


obligators shall at g#] times keep His, 


Signed, sealed and delivered 
by the above named ebtigutors 


im the presence of 


(Se robin | Peet and 
accuse L~0 7 fle at hrurtat ). 
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“oa sa5/ia/at 
y ‘HIS Majesty’s Representative at Rome p 


to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to a 


resents his compliments 


transmit herewith copy of the under-mentioned papey ———e 


British Embassy, 7 Fc is 2 2 e 1 
od 


! 
Rome, June 6th , 194 7. | 
| 


_ JUN” 


Reference to previous despatch : 


eo Foreign Office : Telegram No, 112/ of 30th May 1947. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Copy of letter to secretary . 
General of Ministry of Foretgn Illegal Jewish Immigration, 
Affairs dated June 6th 1947. 
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(13191) Wt.42908/3052 5,000 1/40 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 — 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
ROME. 
June 6th 1947. 


As you will recall, you informed me on 
the 20th May that the ship "ANAL" had been allowed 
to sail from Palermo, but that, as a result of 
instructions issued by the competent Ministry, her 
bunkers had previously been inspected, and that 
she had only been supplied with sufficient additional 


coal to reach Tunis. 


2, It was therefore with the greatest surprise 
that I learnt that on the 31st May the tanal' had 
arrived at Haifa in Palestine, without having put in 
at any intermediate port of call, and still carrying 
her complement of 375 illegal Jewish immigrants. 
Apparently, as a result of failure by the Italian 
port authorities to detect the full stocks of coal 
which she was already carrying, the ship succeeded 
in obtaining sufficient additional coal at Palermo 
to enable her to complete her journey to Palestine. 


3, I cannot disguise from you the fact that 
this incident. has been a shock to His Majesty's 
Government. . Not only were the British authorities 
wrongly informed that the tanal'' could not reach 
Palestine without refuelling, but the supply of coal 
at Palermo granted to this ship, which was openly 
engaged in the illegal traffic of Jews, contributed 
directly to the arrival of a new contingent of illegal 
immigrants in Palestine, to the detriment of the 
situation there and the embarrassment of British 


interests. 


h. I am of course fully aware that it was 
contrary to the policy of the Italian Government 
for the ship thus to have been enabled to reach 
Palestine, and I am confident that I can count on you 
to arrange for an immediate enquiry into the causes 
of failure by the port authorities concerned to take 
adequate action. At the same time I have been instructed 
to urge that every precaution be taken in future to 
ensure thorough inspection of the bunkers of suspect ships. 


NOEL CHARLES. 
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